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Google the Company

Google is a --- Billion Dollar Company. It has its fingers in almost anything computer related with several Thousand employees worldwide. 

Google offers its employees the opportunity to spend 20% of the time at work developing something new or creating an idea of something that can become a product for Google. Wow, that must be nice along with great pay and benefits and a fantastic work environment.  

A word about Google's Privacy Policies. 

  Privacy Issues with Google: If you listened to the news a few weeks ago, you would have thought that Google was going to make all of you personal information public, going to track everything you do on line and if you did not make changes soon, everyone would know what you do online. 

Well it just isn’t so. Google did re align ether privacy policy. Google has several subscriptions services, (free) services you need to sign up to use and sign in when using. Some of these are several years old, some new. Each carried its own privacy policy. 

What Google has done is combine all of the different policies into one privacy statement and made it easier to understand what is private, shared and disseminated. 

Nothing more has changed. They may have changed a word or a paragraph here and there, but now all services carry the same privacy policy. They did offer a way to delete all of your past history, which I did just to see what was there and start off fresh. My history only went back 6 months and there was nothing I was concerned about. You can set up your personal Dashboard telling Google what you want to make Public and what you want to keep private. You can keep you browsing history or not keep any browsing history. I find most of those who complain or make statements about all things Google, have no idea as to what they can or can-not set up in your profile or Dashboard in Google. It takes just a few minutes to set up and it is done once and for all.

Another area I hear complaints about is Google is always changing the appearance of things. Well I have to admit this is true. But usually it is for the good. Recent changes to Gmail, at first made you say, what the ----, but after working with the changes for a few days, you become accustom to them and find they work better. None of us like change. The older we get the harder it is to make changes. But all Browsers and Mail Programs tend to make changes, technology keeps changing and they have to keep up. It is not like Microsoft which seems to make changes ever year or two to the operating system and we have to learn a whole new way to run our computer. 

Google offers a basic Web Browser with little customization and the Google Search Bar and Tool Bar.

Google Chrome is a Full Browser like Firefox, IE, Opera, and AOL. Free for the downloading and rated right now as the fastest browser. I'm not sure how much speed we are all concerned with. Firefox is the next for speed.

In Chrome you can customize your home page, set bookmarks, search and link to the many different services that Google offers. 

We will now look as some of the more popular web services that Google Offers. 

The ones we are most familiar with are Google Search, Picasa, YouTube and Maps. There are dozens of others. These are the main services that require you to have a Google account in order to log in to use but not necessarily to view. ie: Web Albums, you can view without a user ID.

