Digital Photo SIG 2012

Organization of the Photos on you Computer,   WHY?

Once you have started taking lots of Pictures and Downloading them to your Computer you will need some type of Organization so it will be easy to find the Photo you want to work with, e-mail or print, or search for a Folder Name, File name or Tag, such as,  Vacation,  Cruise or Family, you get the idea. A step further will be to tag each Photo with a name tag, making it much easier to search. ie: Car Shows or Grandchildren………

Getting Started:

Click on Start – Pictures. In Pictures click – Organize – New Folder, this will place a New Folder on the page with a New Folder Highlighted in Blue, this is where you can type a name you will associate with the Photos. Once highlighted, Just start typing.
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Once you have created a folder, you can import your Photos to your Computer from your Camera, when asked for a Destination, send them to the Folder you created. If you do not, depending on your settings the photos will be placed individually in Pictures. If this happens you can still make a Folder for them and drag and drop the photos in the Folder. You can select all of the Photos and drag them together to the folder or several at a time.

Windows Photo Gallery – Picasa and several other Photo programs are

Very similar to Basic Windows Pictures, the main difference is you can edit your photos to a greater degree in these other Photo programs. They all have a form of Organization also.

In the basic program you can show you Photos in a Slide Show on your Computer or Burn them to a CD or DVD. You can also select an individual Picture and by Double Clicking on it, open a new Window which will allow you to Fix or Edit the Picture. (If you are going to Edit the Picture, click on File and select, Make a Copy, thus saving the original)

From this screen you are given several other options including Making a Movie using Windows Vista Movie Maker. (Vista Only) or opening the Picture in another program.

Once you’re Picture files are set up and Pictures are in the Folders, by clicking on the Folder the menu expands giving you more options to work with your Pictures. 
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Now you have a list of things you can do, Organize, Views, Explore, Slide Show, e-mail, Share or Burn.

We have covered Organize already.

Views: Simply the way you want to see the photos on your computer, I use medium or large Icons. You can also do Details, Lists or Tiles.

Explore: Opens the folder to show all of the Photos in it.

Slide Show: Select the Folder, then Explore, Select the Pictures by Clicking on the ones you want to use while holding down the Control Key. 

E-Mail: Select the Photo or Photos you want to e-mail by Clicking on them, and then Click on the e-mail Button, your mail program should open allowing you to attach the Photos to an e-mail you can complete, address and then send. You will be given choices of sizes for the Photo, depending on your e-mail program you may be limited as to what size photos you can attach to an e-mail. Also the Recipients Internet Connection speed.
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Share: Allowing you to grant permission to others on a network to access you’re Pictures.

Burn: Burning your Pictures to a CD or DVD to distribute to others or for presentations.

You will be asked to insert a disc in the writable drive slot of your Computer.

Flash Drive or Pin Drive: You can also transfer your Pictures from Pictures/My Pictures by Dragging and Dropping into a Flash Drive. You can also Copy and Paste or simply right click on the Picture or Folder, a drop down menu will give you options of what you can do at this point, select send to: and in the next window select the location of your Flash Drive. The Pictures or Folders will be sent to the Flash Drive.

Remember, if in doubt, Right Click, it is amazing how many things can be done by right clicking on most anything in Windows.

Windows Photo Programs: 

There are 3 Photo Programs on most new Computers running Windows.

Windows Pictures 

Windows Photo Gallery

Windows Live Photo Gallery (a free download from Windows)

What are the differences?

Pictures is a place for viewing and Organizing your Pictures.
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Windows Photo Gallery is a Place to Organize, Fix, e-mail, Print and Perform several other applications. 
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Windows Live Photo Gallery is very similar to Photo Gallery but offers an extra level for Fixing & Editing Pictures as well as a place to display them on the Web.

In Live you can make several dramatic changes to your Photos also.

Live is a Free Download and offers several other services from Windows Essentials including an E-mail Program.
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