
How to Shut Down Windows 8 or Windows 8.1 In Just 

One Click 

1. Navigate to the desktop. 

2. Right click on the desktop and select New -> Shortcut. A shortcut menu  appears. 

  

1. Enter shutdown /s /t 0 (that’s a zero) in the location box and hit Next.  

 

2.  

3.  
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Enter a name for the shortcut and click Finish. A new shortcut will appear on your desktop. 

 

1. Right click on the shortcut and select Properties. A dialog box appears. 

2. Click Change Icon under the Shortcut tab then Click Ok in warning box that says 

shutdown.exe contains no icons. 

Select an Icon from the list of available images Click Ok twice (once to close the Change Icon window and 

once to close Properties window). Your shortcut will now have an icon. 

  

1. Right click the shortcut and select Pin to Start. The shutdown icon will now appear on your 

Start screen. 

  

2. Drag the shutdown icon to a prominent place on your Start screen. We recommend 

putting it in the first column to the left so you will always see it. 

 

3. Right click the icon and select Pin to Taskbar if you want the shortcut to live on your 

desktop’s taskbar as well. 

 



Disabling this productivity-robbing lock screen is really easy, if you know how to find the right control 

panel menu. 

1. Hit Window Key + R. A run dialog box appears. 

2. Type gpedit.msc into the box and hit Ok. The Local Group Policy Editor appears. 

 

Navigate to Computer Configuration -> Administrative Tools -> Control Panel -> Personalization in the 

left pane of the window. 

 

1.   

2. Double click (or tap) on Do not display the lock screen. Another dialog box appears. 

3. Select Enabled and click Ok. 

 

 

 



Turn off Password start up 

Fortunately, there's a way to bypass it. Here's how: 

1. Boot your PC and enter your password. 

2. Press Win-X (by which I mean hold down the Windows key and then tap X). 

3. In the pop-up menu that appears, click Command Prompt (Admin). 

4. In the command prompt, type control userpasswords2, then press Enter. (If this sounds familiar, it's 

because the same command works in earlier versions of Windows.) 

5. In the User Accounts dialog that appears, uncheck the box marked Users must enter a user name and 

password to use this computer. 

6. Click OK, then confirm the automatic sign-in option by entering your password (twice). 

7. Reboot. 

Presto! No more password check. 

1. From the Start screen, type netplwiz. The command for netplwiz, aka the User Accounts Control Panel, 

appears in the search results in the left pane. Click that command. 

2. In the User Accounts Control Panel, select the account you wish to use to log in automatically. 

3. Click off the check-box above the account that says "Users must enter a user name and password to use this 

computer." Click OK. 

4. Enter your password once and then a second time to confirm it. Click OK. 

5. Restart Windows. Windows now bypasses the lock screen and the log-in screen to automatically take you to 

the Start screen. 

6. Change your mind? To re-enable the log-in screen, simply return to the User Accounts Control Panel using the 

steps above and click on the check-box for the "Users must enter a user name and password to use this 

computer" option. 


