Introduction to Vista 

Photo Gallery - Movie Maker – DVD Maker – Media Player - Photo Story 3/ XP
My name is Bob Phelps, as we go through our demonstration; please ask questions if you do not understand something. Also if you know a better, quicker way to do something speak up. Please do not go off into stories of other things you have done.

Our time is limited and I have lots to cover. 
The Three steps of Movie Making using Photos and Video from your
Camera, Camcorder or Computer.

1. Planning – Decide the story you want your movie to tell.
2. Creating – Using Media, Effects, Transitions & Audio.
3. Publishing – How and who you want to view the finished product.
Planning:
Determine what your story will be about by choosing the subject matter.
What is the Theme? Your Vacations, Weddings, Parties, Shows, Pets, Children, etc. 

Plan the length of the Story. (How long each photo will remain on screen). The default is 4 seconds. We will get into adjusting this setting later. If you want to show your photos to appear for a long period of time to appreciate them, you could have a photo stay on screen for up to 30 seconds.
Will there be Audio of some kind, music, voice narration. Some times a good Movie is the length of one song, usually 2.5 to 4 minutes. 20 to 25 photos can be shown with transitions in about 2.5 minutes.
Will you be e-mailing your Movie, saving it to your hard drive or burning to a CD/DVD?
Will you want it only viewed on computers or sent to others? If e-mailing, shorter is better.
Are your photos ready to be used? Do you need to crop, remove redeye, sharpen, etc.? 
Now is the time to do it. 
Programs:
If you do not have Photo Story 3 it is an easy down load from Microsoft.com

Or in your search engine, type Photo Story 3, the link to Microsoft.com should take you right to the down load page. (Vista users can download Photo Story 3 also; it is compatible with Vista, giving you both programs to work with.
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Once you get the program downloaded or have opened Vista Windows Movie Maker, take some time to get familiar with the program. Some settings can be selected or changed. Once you have worked with the program you will appreciate some of the tweaking you can do in the tools tab. For example, the length of time a photo stays on the screen and the length of a transition. 

Difference between the two programs:

In Vista you have the option, AutoMovie, in this setting the program makes a movie out of the photos and media you have chosen for your movie. It is quick and simple. The program adds the Photos, Audio and Transitions for you and creates the Movie. Leaving most of the decision making up to the program. It also places the photos where the program wants to put them, so if you have an order to your movie, you should make the movie yourself.
In Photo Story 3, creating the Movie allows you a little more freedom to change or add transitions.
But less ability to change the length of time a photo is on screen and not as many publishing options. 
We will talk mostly about Vista but show some comparisons between it and PS3, since we have so many Vista users in this group. I use both on my computer. I will show why later.
Getting familiar with the programs:

Vista:

Windows Movie Maker is an easy to use, very straight forward program. It gives you freedom to create a Movie you can burn to a CD or DVD for play back on Computers, e-mail, TV’s or personal DVD players. I enjoy watching my photos on a flat screen LCD HDTV. It makes a great Photo Album using a combination of photos, video and Audio.
Let’s get started with Windows Movie Maker.

Planning:

Take the time to think about what you want to create and why and for whom.

Why: For your own pleasure or the pleasure of others viewing you photos in a format other then one photo at a time in some slideshow program. Get Creative, make them spin, fade in and out, change color, etc. Add titles that appear and disappear on the photos.
Do you want to e-mail them or burn them to a CD or DVD? 

Do you want to add a song track to a Movie or record your voice to the Movie?
(If you are going to narrate your movie, it is best to write a script and read from it. )
Windows Photo Gallery:
Windows Photo Gallery is very similar to Google’s Picasa. It will give you the opportunity to select the photos you will be using for your Movie. You can crop, adjust color, and remove redeye or other adjustments you wish to make to your photos.

Also like many other programs, you can tag or star rate your photos for later ease in locating them. You can sort your Pictures by Tag, Rating, Year, Month, Day or File name. 

Select the photos you want to use in the Movie by clicking on them while holding down the control key, highlighting the photos. On the menu bar you will see a radio button titled Make a Movie, click on it and you will be taken to Windows Movie Maker. 
There you will see all of the photos you had previously selected. They will be placed on the storyboard at the bottom of the screen. 

You can also close Photo Gallery and open Windows Movie Maker without importing any photos until you are in the program.
Open Vista Windows Movie Maker:

If you did not select Movie Maker in Photo Gallery, open the program now, the first place I go is to Tools/Options/Advanced. The reason for this is to change the Default settings for the duration an image or transition remains on screen. I like my photos to stay on screen about 6 to 7 seconds, and the transitions to take about 2 seconds. (If you do not make this change, the default is 5 seconds and 1.25 seconds) If I were doing a slide show of Flowers for example, you may want each Photo to stay on screen for 30 seconds, but if I were doing a Balloon Fiesta with 700 Photos, I would want to go with the default settings.

Import the Photos:
Click the Import Media tab, open the location of your Photos or Video, windows Photo Gallery or where ever you store your Photos/Video, select the complete album or select individual Photos to be in the Movie. (You can use the Control Key to select different photos)

Once the photo selection is completed, click the import tab at the lower right side of the screen.

Your photos will now appear in Movie Maker.

Next Import Audio/Music files to the Movie. If you have planned your movie you know where the files are. They can be on your computer, in your music folder or they could be on a CD in one of the Drives on your computer. If searching for music on the Internet, try to find music in the MP3 format, it works best with most programs. 
I store a lot of music on my computer, and normally have the music I want to use in the computer. I import most CD’s to my hard drive so I have lots to choose from. I have Windows Media Player default set to Rip CD’s when I start playing them.  After selecting the song or songs needed for the project, import them in the same way as Photos. 

At this point you could allow AutoMovie to create the Movie for you. The only thing you may want to do at this point is create a title for your Movie. AutoMovie prompts you to do this. 
AutoMovie will place the photos, sound and transitions in the storyboard the way it determines. 

You do not have many choices. The Movie is made consistent with the audio provided. The longer the song the longer the photos are on the screen. Short song, rapid transition and durations of each photo.

The first drop down window will ask you to select an editing style, offering 6 choices, I like Flip and Slide. In this window you can also select a Title for the Movie and audio for the Movie. If you select Audio a drop down window will offer you a place to select music or you can browse for music, we had selected a song earlier so it was the song that appeared in the window. We are now asked if we want to create an AutoMovie.  If we are we click Create, Windows AutoMovie takes over. Your AutoMovie is created in the Story Board. Now you can review the movie.
If you are happy with the results, you click on publish where you will be taken to another screen giving you several choices. If you want to make changes, be prepared to make the movie over from beginning to end. Once you move a picture for example, all of the transitions after the move disappear. 

You are now creating the Movie from this point on. 
If you are creating the Movie from scratch, you have many choices in this program. Two buttons you should get to know are the 2 little blue curved arrows at the top. Undo and Redo. Real time savers.

I use both the Storyboard and the Timeline when making a Movie. The storyboard is fast and easy to use when applying Effects and Transitions to Pictures.
Also if you are creating the Movie from scratch, you can start with the Titles and Credits area. Working in this area you are given lots of options to create a Title at the start of the Movie, place Titles before or on a picture, animate the Title, and select a background color, font, font color, size and transparency and so on. You can also create Credits for the end of the Movie. 
When creating the Movie from scratch, you simply drag and drop the Pictures where you want them in the order you want, as well as the Effects, Transitions and Music.
Words of caution, unless you like hearing the same song over and over and over, do not add the music until last. I find I am playing parts of my Movie over and over while editing and adding effects and transitions, when I do the music plays from that part of the timeline. Sometimes, if I want a certain part of a song to be with a certain picture, then I will need to add the music at the start. 
In the Timeline view, you will be able to see more of what is going on with your Movie. Also by double clicking on a Photo or Title added to a picture, you can make changes to them. You can also adjust the length of time a picture stays on the screen by dragging or collapsing the Picture. You can also adjust the length of a song and set a point to add another song or voice. There is a scroll bar at the bottom so you can easily go to different parts of the Movie. 
Video will appear as one frame, but when the Movie is played, the entire Video will play.
Effects and Transitions:

When creating your Movie, you can select the way a photo moves, opens for view, changes color, ripples, fades in or out etc. You can add multiple Effects to a Photo in different layers to get different effects.
Transitions are what take place between photos. You can select from a large verity of transitions. Clicking on one, will place an orange flower in the preview pane, if you click on the play button, you will observe what the Effect or Transition will look like in the Movie.
Publishing the Movie: 

Now we have created our Movie, previewed it several times, made minor adjustments and are pleased with the outcome, we need to do something with it. 

We open the Publish Movie Button at the top of the page and are given several options. Locations or Actions for our Movie. I like to save the Movies to my Computer, giving me a copy to work with later, or the ability to change some of the content before I burn it to a CD or DVD. I can also e-mail the Movie; I can also do that from my Mail Program as an attachment. Once you have made your decision, click the Next at the bottom, you will be asked to name you Move and a location to Publish it to. Give it a name you can associate the movie with and save it. Click Next, and a window opens offering settings you can chose for your movie. Default is best unless you’re familiar with other settings. Then select Publish. 
If you chose CD, you will be asked to place a recordable CD in the Drive and then your Movie will be Published to the CD.

If you chose DVD, you will be taken to WINDOWS DVD MAKER after saving it. This is also part of Vista. This is a good program for making a professional looking DVD’s. You are given several choices to set up a Menu to open your Movie and Scene selection. In Scene selection, you can start your movie at different segments or places. You can also add music to the Menu. You can also change the Text.
I have used this program to make DVD’s with several different Movies on them. Just like professional DVD’s that you purchase or rent.

Photo Story 3 for XP

A few pointers on PS3. This may require a separate session. I personally like PS3. This may be because I started making Movies several years ago when that is all I had. It has one feature I like that Windows Movie Maker does not, and that is the ability to select where a effect begins and ends, also it has a feature to remove Black edges from photos. In PS3 you can not burn to a DVD, but you can save to your Computer and then create a DVD later using Windows DVD Maker.
As I mentioned before we will have another session dealing with Music program, Music from the web, Ripping and Burning using Windows Media Player. 
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